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CASH WITH ORDER 

Bound Vol uce of l'.agnets 
containing 38 numbers between 
429/917. Mint condi t ion . 

£12 --
Marvel s 1922 Vinti!l!:e• 
26 consecutive binding copi es , 
1IUObero 56 - 81 £10 0 0 
fei:t ur ing J eck, Sam run Pete, also 
school and detGCti vo complete 
yarns by well known Authors, at a 
glanc e I saw naoas such as Che.a. 
HaciJ. t on and Paul Herring . 
-- · 
lll'.rvel.s 12Q§ Vin~, 28 
consecutive binding copi es , mm,-
bers 108 - 135, featuring J. S. 
run Pete ond supported by school 
end detective stories . £5 10 0 

The Scout 19l§ Vint,,,i;e. 64 Clint 
copies between 1534-1604. 60/-
]2 Gans, 1~2b~ 6 Vin!!!lle , 
betwcm numbers 809 - 965. 55/-

Cor.:plete set of Triumphs by Martin 
Clifford with complete sto ri es . 
festurir.g St. Jill ' s 794 - 814. 
s:;,. The last ever published and 
stopped through war activity in 
Norway. 

l/ORLD FAMOUS FOR OLD BOIS 
BOOKS 

Phone: EUler 3230 
Cables: &JPERB USED, I.OlllXlN 

POOTACE EXTRA 

! lforvel s 1904 Vintege. 26 

I 
consecutiv e binding copi es . 
lfumbers 30 - 55. £6 10 0 
featuring J ock , Sal, , ond Pete 
also many school and det ecti vo 
data . 

Marvel s 1922 Vinte1:e. 26 
consecutive binding copies. 
Nuobers 82 - 107 featuring J, S & 

t-P, and a l ot of sc.'1001 md detec 
ive sto ri es . £5 10 0 
Paul Herring etc . 
-
In eacll of th e 3 x 26 enrly ~~=• l s 
there are l double nucber contain 
ing eith er 64 or 100 pages. The 
ordinary copie s contain 36 pages 
each . 

Marvels 12)8 Vin:Ellle. 25 copi es 
between nU!Obers 757 - 796 
foaturl ng Calcroft School • .£3 5 0 

Detective li'eakly Vol. 1 No. 1 
i'2. 2 0 

Dail,,' Mail Vol. 1 !lo. 1 i3 3 0 

This cont hs bucper bu.'>l.le: con-
sis t s of Ohsmpions, Trillljlphs, 
Detecti ve Yeekly , Geos, Megnets, 
Scouts, Dick Turpins , Aldino Rob· lll 

Internat i onal Amateur bourd I Hoods, Buffalo Bills , Nick Carter 
volume 1943/1946. Fe;turing Boys Diamond Librari es . 90 copies in 
Bo c c all and ell pro 1940. oks , i g . srds , etc. A fcest of , A St"IP ;a £5 
inforoati on. 13 --~ '--' --- ·--------
Notcbl e British Trial s , J nck Sheppard - 260 poges - ':IJ/-
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* • * ~ * 

THE 150t h Humber . Yes , next mont h we shal l be hal. f 11ey 1:o th e second 
century of our little f sr.rily magosine , aA I like to l ook upon it . 
Well , i t has been decided to mark th e occasi on with a special ly en
larged mmber . The extra pages will be devoted to a story fro t:> each 
of the O.B.B. Clubs in the recent Greyfriars Cup conte s t , St . J"it:>1 e1 
Greyfriars , Rookwood and Jack Wood ' s St . Frank ' s one. 

Cl ubs (including Aus tralia) have very kindly agreed to hel ping 
wit h the extra cost so there will be no incre ase in price . I.f t here 
had been it would have been about 9d. Now, th er e are a nUlllber of 
subscribers who, for rnnhy reasons do not belong to a:ey of th e Clu bs . 
lf chey feel th ey 1'Juld like to contrib ut e so as to li€hten t he cos t 
to th e Club ' s , well anything they would l ike to send along will be 
gratefully recei ved . 

In r eturn , I fe el co:lfident I can promise you a specially 
int er esting number, with a cover showing Bob llhi te r at his best . 

* * * 
THE A.t;N'JAL. I hav e just been checkin g and I find t hat ther e is 
s t ill about .C14 owing on last years, Thi s is very di stur bing and 
dish eartening , It only adds to my difficulties if I have to writ e 
to t.o.o forget ful ones individually , so I do hope they will respond 
pr ompt ly to this appeal , It is really t:i..."'lO tho books were ol ear , 
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i sn 't it? - Sc>0ing th e fonns for th e new A.'lnual will be going out in 
two months time . So send along and all wi ll be forgiven. 

* * * 
wcro>mruL WALTER WEBB. I feel I must add TI1lf tribut e to Josie Pacla:lan's 
concerru.J>g Walter Webb ' s l atest marathon effo rt. Walt er seys he get s 
w.spira tion whilst watching a gmoo of crick et. I 'v e a fellow feel ing 
for I ' ve often got ideas for th e C. D. whilst sitting in th e sunshine 
{you can scmetimes) at llr.adingley and other places. I have al~'S had 
a sof t spot for King Crick et. I shall have a l arger one now. What a 
l et we owe to chaps lik e 'ial tcr Webb. Who kno-.s be t te r than 

Yours sinc erely I 

HERBERT LECKllIBY 

**Udlllllll lUIII I IUIIIUUO "NINl•IIIIIINIIUIIIU I IUIC ... iUli: I IUIIUllltAII 

TO ALL INTE!illlTED ill !WIILTO!IIANA. The llaciltonian Library of the 
London O. B.B.C. now stocks over 700 books , including some of the bes t 
s tories of all period s . A catal ogue will be sen t on re ceipt of a 3d. 
s tamp. Apply to the Librarian , 
ROOIB .mnm1s , "THE FIRS," EASTER!! ROAD, RAVi.NT, HAll'!ll. 

EXCH:.NGE - Gems , 1182, 1230, 1231, 1232, 1236, 1245 , 1246, 1349, 1357, 
1358,137 6, 1386, 1388, 1390, 1391, 1392, 1393, 1395, 1396, 1397, 1398, 
1399. Populars - 516, 517. Dick Tu.Ipin s (3d. ) - 56, 91 , 101, 105, 
110 , 112, 117 , 120, 131 , 135. Union Jacks - 12<Y7, 1200, 1210 , 1215, 
1255, 1257, 1261, 1263, 1291, 1329, 1339 , 1362, 1525. 
Sal e/Exchange - 156 Modern Beys, 31 - Rangers . 9d . each . 
wmTID - Gems - 1221, 1222, 1224, 1221, 1239, 1240 , 1242 , 1247, 1248, 
1250, 1251, 1253, 1258, 12911 1341, 1347, 1477, 1479, 1499. 
i.lso Popul ars , Dick Turpins \3d. ) 
;.i.:..~ STE'il.fil, 290 ,J!Ch"\IJ.Y ROJ.D, 10mx:m, N.6 . Phone: FITZROY 0016 

~ - Nos. 1558, 1559, 1560, 1566, 1569, 1590 ,a.-ite d t o finish 
co::,plete run of small i ssues for bin ding . 
GGRDCtl THOMPOOll, 53 WIJ.LhSF!'f PJ;RK, OLD PI.RK ROilD, BELF.:.3'1'. 

~ - 45 , 49 , 52 - £ 1 each offered. 132, 133, 134 , 136, 138 , 
140 , 142, 146, 147 , 148 , 195 , 205, 237 , 238, 277 - 15/ - each offered , 
but only ,;pod copies acceptable . 
ERIC FAY!IE, "EXCEISIOR HOOSE," GROVE ROAD, SURBI'IO!!, SURREY. 
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/13 fa f?_ i vt n vt . . . .. 
conducted by JOSEP!lill'E P.i.CK!!..1 

27 i.rchiale Road1 East Du1',j_ch1 Landon, S. E, 22, 

:is ttie opening instalmen t of Walter Webb' s "Century-ma.leers" iB 

shorter than those which follows, I have just managed to squeeze in a 

short article by Bill Loft s . Bllllden a ' s sleuth certainly does f erre t 

things out ! 
'l alter •s further instclmcnts will be os follo ws :-

The Gr a.Ydon-Derran Era. 
Msinly Sta tis tic al. 
The CO"'..ing of E.S. Brooks. 
Enter G. H. Teed. 
War Years. 
Recruits Galore ! 
Teed - Record - breakar . 

In addition to these , all of ld!ich I already posses s , th ere will 

be several oore , and as each instali:ient appears I am sure you will all 

agree with me th at it is some of the most informative wark Walter has 

ever written far Bla'dana , JOSI.C P ;.ooic r 

* * * * * • * * • 
CU'ITURY-11:JaJlS 

(.t.nd a fcv oth er interesttnc s tati..t i cs ) 

B·r V!.Lfflt 'rlE3ll 

"'ll!E Hill lffiO SE!' TEE P..CE" 

Not an article on cricket , as t he title cight indicate , but since 

that was tm source fror:i which in spiraticn vas bom , i t may be said to 

be not entirely unconnected with the great SUI:!mel' game , It was during 

a day spent watching the second inning s of th e first Test Match be tween 

:Eh,µand and t.~e Vest Indies , two season e,:o, at th e greatly il!lproved 

County Ground at Edgbaston , that I was first mo119d t o write the 

resultant article , and tre two playe rs mainly re sponsible for giving 

birth to the idea were Peter May and Colin Cowdrey, the captains of 

Surrey and Kant respectively , 
It was a scen e which would rurely have gladdened the haart of 

tha t gra:>d old cricket expert , the late John Nu Pent elow, and 
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undoubtedly would have inspired him in the ·,r i ting of those splendid 
cricket yarns ha used to spin so fascinatingly fo r t he old Boys• Realm, 
wey back in the 'twenties, A hot, SUDl1Y day, with only a few fleecy 
whi te cloud s drifting laz ily in ihe blue above, s ri ch green tur f , al so 
dotted with white - in this case , t he flannelled f igures of th e Vest 
Indians , scudding far fro m lazily in their quest of the l ea t her which 
l'.a;r and Cowr ey were hi ttillg to all part s of the groum after bavi.'lg 
tamed the ':les t Indies attack in general and t he ,n l es of Sonny Ramahdin 
in part icul ar . 

A.s Peter ~lay r aached his century amidst enthusias tic appla use , 
t hcught s of ot her centuries occurred t o me - not thos e achieved in th e 
form of runs made al ong the gr een caipOt of the cricke t field, but of 
sto ri es written and publi shed on the green , white am pink paper cf 
tile ol d boys I story books, Hew many authors , I wcndered, succeed ed in 
writing a hundn,d or more Sexton B19ke sto ri es? And, as one query 
l od to anothe r, others cropped up too, During t he drowsy afte rnoon 
heat of th e tea interval, t he foll cn<ing notes were mental ly jotted do~n: 

1~4
1 )l HOW !·IA!!Y AUTHORS 1IRO'E 100 OR MORE S. BLAKE srORIES? 

1iBO AOCOJ.IPLISHED 'rn!S FF.AT FIRS'l'? 
"tlHO IOOTE THE MOST S. BLAKE STORIES? 
(a) \ll!O HOID'l THE RmlRD FOR THE HIGHE3T YEARLY 

OUTPUT (U.J . O!ILY)? 
( b) WHO HOLDS THE IID:ORD FOR THE HIGHEST r.:ARLY 

OUTP'R (S .E. LIBIU.l!Y OllLY)? 
(c) 1-1110 HOLDS THE IID:ORD FOR THE HIG!irm YEARLY 

OUTPUT (ALL P~1lLICATIONS)? 
(5
6
l '.lliO HOLDS IBE IID:ORD FOR THE FASTEST HIDIDRED S.3. S'l'ORIB',? 

( llOW HAliY ACCOMPLISHED IBE JXlUBLE - 100 SIDRIES FOR BCll'il 
U,J, A!ID S. B.L.? 

After which, the cri cket l ost just a lit t l e of its att ructi,•enes c , 
despite Peter Hay1s terrific assault on the bowling end Co1-:drey1s 
<lel~tfully free scoring all round the wicket, as my thoughts cont in
ually strayed in the direction of Blake and t hose au tho r s who were re
sponsib le for describing his lllll1lY and varied adventures , 

Since t he very early Blake I s were published anonymously, a 
cOl!lJ)l ete accura te record is not possible , because in so:ne in stances th e 
authors cannot be traced, But, th ese instances are fe-. e.,ough to nake 
no difference to the actual findings , for the r eason t hat these part
icular wri ters were responsible for only one or two stori es , and, 
therefore , would have been mentioned but briefly in this r ecord , in any 
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event , For the purp oses of it , the UNICtl JACK and SEX!l'ON BLAKE 
LIBRARY have not alone come under the lDicroscope, but a much wider field 
bas been toothc 001bed1 and those Blake sto ri es which appeared in comics , 
such as C"dIPS, FUNNY WONDIR and J]STER, am early vell-rellembered 
papers like tm ~ . MARVEL, the 1d, BOYS' FRllND, DREAI!IOUGHT1 BOYS' 
!IDWJl, PLIJ(l{, BOYS' JOURNAL, and the monthly BOYS' FRllND 3d, LIBRARY 
have also been probed, as veil as the first issue of the SEX'l'Oll BLAKE 
ANNUAL, which contains a number of original stories; in fact, every 
Bl ake story known to have been printed in any publication has been 
considered , in orde r that endeavour be made to ascertain t he Miiie of 
the author which !!light have been revealed , acciden tally or otherwise , 
Only those short sto ries which appeared in the PENNY PICTORIAL, ,rid the 
even bri efer ones in ArlSlmlS, have been ~ored , as consid ered , in their 
brevity, as being unwort hy of inclusion . 

In writ:iJJg t his article in its right perspective, it follows as 
a matter of course th at our second query is bound to be the one answered 
first, 

Vho was the first author to write 100 SEXT<Xl BL.AKE srORIES? 
Well, there were plenty of IUil!lers at th e start!J'.lg post at tha t 

meet:iJJg in the closing years of Queen Victoria• s rei{;n, though it was 
to transpire that not one of them would finish th e course, Tho ohan8'>" 
ever in tbe U!l!ON JACK from a ~ . weekly to a penny number was a Jrurdle 
at which nearly all fell , the handicap being overcome in only two or 
three oases . 

'ino were the starters who comoenced Sexton Bl ake on hi s care er of 
crime investigation , extraordinary in those much quie t er, less hurried 
deys of the 1890' s , when television aoo radio were yet t o be though t of 
and when even the gramophone and the cin01La were still to be discovered 
as a popular means of entertainment md relaxation? With the figures in 
parenthesis in front of their name dEl'loting th e order in which they 
m tered the field of Blak e fiction, here are the ll8.Cles - and pen-names -
of those men, who, as already stated, began but were destined not t o 
finish the course , end, thereby, having failed 1x> attain a minimum of 
50 published manuscripts, forfei t:iJJg thei r claim t o a place amongst the 
distinguished company who reached and surpassed t hat figure , From a 
full compl ement of stories published, aloo data sifted from my own 
records, I find that 19 auihors wrote 50 or more Sexton Blake sto ri es, 
four scraped home with a lrundred, and four failed to achieve the fea t 
by a hairsbreadth, Vbo were these ailthors 'odll be revealed at the Elld 
of this ar ticle, wban the final placings and figures are givm ; but, 
fo r the presen t, our concern is wit h those who set the pace from 1893 , 
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and here t hey are in as near their correct order as it is possible to 
g:l.ve:-

1l llarzy Blyth 2) Viscount Mount Morres (Patrick Morris) 
3 V. Shaw Rae, ~i Arnold Grahame, 
5 Mel ton Veyte , 6 Herbert Maxwell 
7) Hmry St , John 8 l!axwell Scott 9l Csnpbell Bro-wn 10) Paul Herring ( 11 Christopher Stevens ( 12) Marie Darrm 

(13 Percival Cooke (14) Alec G, Pearson 

· The placing of Hanry St , John st No, 7 rray be socewhat presump
tuous , for his name certainly did not appear in acy paper under the titl e 
of a Sexton Blake story at that time, Yet "Shadowed and Eaunted" 1 a 
really outstanding serial that ran in the 1(1, UNION jACJ( in 1896, bekcrn 
April and July , wns so reminiscent of his worlr, t hat , were it possible 
to dive into th o dusty archives of Fleotwey House, wilh freedom to in
spect the anc i ent record books which 'fMY possib l y be still there, I feel 
certain it would be found that payment far t hat se rial was made to 
Henry St , John, Although, at the tiL>Ei of writing, St, Jolm ' s B1"ke 
st.cries have not been brought to l.i;!ht, th ere is proof that ha did 
ind eed write several, far this was acknowledged. in a RoUDd Tabl e chat 
by a la t er edito r, Mr, H. 'cl. Twyman, followfn8 an interview with 
"Villie " Back afte r a reader had asked lhe fomer to suppl y details of 
the origin of Sexton Blake. 

These 14 authors all lil'\?te of Bl.Bke before t he UNION JACX att ained 
tho status of a penny weekly; and 11lan, when it did , over half of tti ee 
dropped out of the running, As a resul t, ttie naces of Blyth , Mount 
Morres, Shaw Rae, Graham, Vbyte, Brow , Stevens and Cooke take no 
1\ul;her part in this r ecord . 

The name of "Cs:ipbell Brown•, lihicb was as signed to only one 
sto ry, was a pen- name of t he autho r who wnite aloo as "Shaw Rae", The 
probable reason why the latter pseudon,ia was not used in that parti 
cul ar case uas because t he sto:iy was set in the Yild Vest a.'ld the !l""19 

CllDJlbell, a faniliar enough nane out th ere , would add a little to the 
atcosphere . There is no defini te proof of this being so but the fac t 
that Rae' s cr eated character Ve-Vee ("th e little beagle •\ appeared in 
it , and all the mannerisms with which the l at ter' s pr evious yams are 
punctuated were to be foum there , le aves no room for doubt . 

Pri or to · the week when the U ,J . appeared as a penny journal for 
the firs t time, l't · Shaw Rae had written 23 Blake sto ri es , easily the 
ltigbest number any author bad .ttsinlld. up t o tha t time, and his output 
of 6 sto ri es in the year 1897, and again in 1898, was , up to t hat tioo , 
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a reoord for IYlY one year •. 
Faced with such a t!Oderate figure , i t was obvious that it was 

going to be easily broken, and that in the very near future •• , ••• • ,, 

•• * * ... 
THE BLAKE AUT!lOR WHO VAS A TRA;·IP 

By W. O. G. Lofts 

In London, not far frcm where I liv e , is a Salv ation Army 
Host el. Several times a day I have to pass it , and I oft en see out
side the bui lding th e unfortunat e men ,mo live th ere , Pat.'ietic old 
men, ragged oen , nearly all down and out, waiting to book th eir beds 
fo r th e '4ht , 

What stories they could tell of their experiences , tramps some 
of th em, of life on the road. The word tr ooip is not a COl!lplimentary 
word, but tramps ma.,iy of t hem unfortunately are. 

Seeing th em so often had me thinking; Josi e Packmml has appealed 
:IJi her llii tori.al for articles of interest fer inclusion in Blald ana , so 
perhaps this little a.."i;icle of mine uill interest read er s - tile Se>.-ton 
Blake author who at one time acutelly was a tram p! 

One of the most pi ctur esque sto rie s ever related about a Blake 
aut hor concerns thnt very popular writer Donald Stuart , otheriiise 
Gerald Verner , \lhich I understand is bis real ns:,e , Stuart, as we ~'ill 
cal l him, was rep orted in one of t he Lcmdon pspars just before the l ast 
war as having writt en bis first Blake story whilst do>ill and out on the 
Embankment , 

If this is tru e it ,.rust have been written fer the Sexton Blake 
Library at a time whm t he author ' s !lllllle was not given , for :IJi a 
re cent conversa ti on with th e fome r edito r of the l ate "Union J ack ," 
l'.r , !i , II. Twyman, he rould not recollect Stuart ' s first tale ooming to . 
him ::.n that manner, (For t he record , Stuart ' s first S.B.1. yam was 
:lo. 105, dated August , 192'7, entitled " The Cl ue of th e Second Tooth" 
and th e first U.J . ~lo, 1379, dated I~ 1930, ent i tled "The Green 
J est er". ) 

In my opinion the account of Stuart ' s first story is not true . 
Donald Stuart was by nature a sho',illlllll to his fingertips , as =w of 
his friends know, and he must have been pulling the newspaper re porter's 
l eg. But , showm,in or not , Donald was a very lik eabl e men with a gre at 
sense of !rumour. Still alive, and living in London, he bas :nade quite 
a ru,me f or !rimseli with his Gerald Verner novels am adapting the 
Peter Cheney novels for stage plays. 

Like t he words of the popular song of some years ago , "The Lady 
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was a Tromp, • I 1«Juld now like to t ell the authentic story of the 
Bl.Bke vri ter who was a tramp. 

Joseph Stamper i s his name, and he wrote Sexton Bl ake Library 
3ro series No. 51 "The Shipyard Menace•. It is true he only wrote the 
one Blske sto ry; but he was a 'Blske Author' all the sru:,e, end l'.as as 
much ri ght to be written about as sny of the well-lalovn authors of the 
Teed, Evans, Skene, Baker , Story end Maclean clas s . 

Joseph Stamper was born at St. Helens, Lanes , in 1886. lie was 
educated at an ord inary Council School (incidentnlly , the same as that 
to which Eric Parke r th e famous Blake artist went) . At the t ime of 
l eaving school his parents died, and he went to work in the l ocal 
foundry as an iron-m ould er . On the eve of manhood a strike occurred. 
in t he foundry indi;.st ry and, like thousands of others, he was thrown 
out of worlc. After a lot of hardship ; hunger and unemployment, and 
despai r ing of ever get ting work again , he had no alternative but to 
go on the road and beoome a tr anp! 

I t . was ear ly autum , about the year 1905, when he first vent on 
t he road, with no luggage and only the cl othes he stood up in, Ilia 
work tool s he still kept, but apart from th ese i tems he bad oo otl>ar 
equipment , 

"I was a shy am inoffensive youth" was how he described himself 
in his autobiography . "I was a lonl ey youth , never had any friends , 
we.s religiously inclined , !lld about 5 ft . 8 inches t all am fairly 
broad. • (This was due , no doubt , to hi s heaVY work at the foundxy, ) 

His autobiography, ent itled "Less Than The Dust" or "The Metioi rs 
of a Tramp", •,1as published by llutchinoo n o: Co, , in th e 1930' s , and 
gives a very vivi d picture of his life on the ro ad - the dif ferent 
type s of ·people he met, his various companions, and incidoots en
count er ed during hi s tr avel s all over &,gland . 

Having had such a vast experience of these condit ions , it was 
not to be wondered at that Stamper, in the lat e •twantie s , fL>-lding be 
boo. a flair for writing decided. to write about slum aad tr amp 
corrlitions in general. These writL>-lgs were S.'l instant success in t he 
publishing world. He had arti cl es publish ed in t he "Novel 1:ae,,zine•, 
" Cl arion ", "lleekly Tel egraph " and many ottier periodicals . Apart from 
his alr ea<\v 100ntioned autobiography , he had several novels published 
in book form. One was mti tled "Violence" - "A Novel of a Strike ", 
ard he certainly had th e knowledge to write about th is subjec t. 

I do not knov t he full sto ry of how he came to vri te a Bla<e 
yam, hut I believe it came about this wey, ... 

Around 1940, with tl>l early part of the second llorld Var and the 
whol e of the juvenile field of literature thrown into chaos, with 
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papers closing down thr~ paper shortage , 8lld authors being away an 

war service , he was able to get a Blake sto ry eccepted and publi shed 

1n the S .B. Library. (I !tlght add tha t t hose brilli ant writers , Teed , 
Evans 8lld Robert Murray Graydon lwl all died round this ti.Jx.e . ) 

Aftor this single effo rt (and quite a good one at tha t )Stai:iper 

appears to have r etired to the town of Bllrro,._in-Fwness . Whether he 

is alive today I do not know, for all efforts to trace bil:J have failed . 

Hcybe he is . • • • • Perhaps , with the unsettl ed conditions of th e las t 

war, he decided to go on 1he ro ad again . And what if ha did? 
It gives me groat pl easure to writ e about such a courageous man 

ond to record in Bl ake lore the Se:rton Blake wri tor .no was a TRAl-!P. 

**llllll * llllll r.ll)llll l ll ll l l.i .11 11 111111111111Allli111111 1'9f llllllll•III 
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990, 992, 993, 995, 998, 1116, 1126, 1129, 1133. 
HAGliETS - 45, 49, 52, 132, 133, 134, 136, 138, 140, 141, 142, 146, 147, 
148, 195, 205, 237, 238, m, 318, 319, 325, 331, 334, 3TI, 344, 345, 
346, 347, 353, 357, 358, 386, 388, 389, 400, 411, 417, 421, 469, 717, 
719, 752, 773, 806, 809, 811, 834, 840, 842, 849, 850, 851, 856, 8'Y/, 
858, 861, 862, 863, 964, 865, 866, 868, 1!70, 1!71, 1!78, 900, 904, 921, 
924, 925, 935, 936, 940, 943, 944, 946, 948, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 
958, 965, 967, 988, 996. 
POPULARS - 370, 385, 390, 393, 395, 396, 397, 398, 418, 828, 452, 455, 
461, 462, 466, 474, 475, 
YOUR PRICE PAID, but only good copies acceptabl e . Will oonsider t ho 

p=ba.eo of volumes or runs containi.,ig soc.e of the above individual 

mcbers . ERIC FJ,.Y::E, "EXCEIBIOR HOUSE," GROVE RCAD, SUJGITOli. 

7/- EACil offered for following Nos. of Magnets (or would exchange 2 

S . O.Ls for 3 llagnet s) - 964, 965, 966, 967, 968, 970, 971, 973 , 985, 
986, 968, 989, 990, 992, 593, 994, 997, 1005, 1035, 1062, 1003, 1ces, 
1089, 1090, 1092, 1096, 1100. 1116, 1119,1121, 1128, 1129, 1179, 1191, 
1194. 7/- El.C"rl offered for following Gees - Nos. 1300, 1327, 1367. 
D. BROYD, 10 BEAll ROAD, BEXLEYHEL'"li, mlT. 

* •• * • 
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Compil ed by !IERBOO I.ID:lliBY 

Ve haven • t had the pleasure of publishing a letter from Frank 
Richards la t er ly , However, here i s one vi t h some good news - the 
re turn of Bunter to the T.V. screen in a new series : 

9th April , 1959, 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Thank you fer the C, D. and your lette r t herein . I was much 
disappointed not to have seen the Old Boys on T.V., but I did not hear 
about it ti ll after it was dane,,,since when I have heard very much 
indeed , and gat her that it was an extrsnely good ood i!lteresting show. 

Very intexe sting indeed is that arti cl e from the "Times" which 
you reproduced in too C. D. I quite agree with the writer that "Bil ly' s 
t he Boy" - in fact , I couldn ' t agree more. I do not often see the 
:'.'imos, but imlediately on getting your tip on the rubject , repaired 
to the t el ephone , and secur ed del ivery of a copy. I have long 811,0 
given "-'P keeping Press cuttings , but I shall certainly keep this one. 
Vhen the stste ly Times pronounces that Bill y Bunt er is the most famous 
school boy in f icti on , that is that, and the last word bas been said . 

It may inter es t some of the re aders to hear that Billy i s booked 
for anothe r run on T.V. this rummer. l hsve just finished No. 8 in a 
new series of Bunter plays for television, to begin according to 
present schedul es , t he 6th Jun e . So it ··ill just about coincide with 
the hundr ed-and- fiftieth C. D. 

With kindest regards , 
Always yours sincere l y , 

FRA.liK RICJWIDS. 

* * * * * 
LEr 1S . BB OJliTRCVERSUL 

(Eri c Fayne turns t he spot l ight on comment s mooo by the famous, the 
not-3o-f amous, or even t he infmous . He gives his own views supel'
ficially. If you will wri te to him, expr essing your opinicns on ar,y 
of the topics be discusses , he will simmarise r eader s ' vie.s in a 
future i ssue . ) 

NO. 26 . SOMEBODY SAID. (Second spasm) 
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••• ••• C'dARACTms 'tl!!O !!AVE A SP.x:L\L PAR!' TO PLAY IN <m SmIES C.All 

OF'nll OUTLIVE THEIR USmllliESS." (Roger Jenkin s , C.D • .Amwal, 1958 . 

This is tru e . The writer was referring to Jim Valcmtine , 'Wbo 

pl.eyed n ste rl ing part in his ovn outstand1ng se ri es , end appeared 

ogain , CllllU3 his pre vio us characteristics , in th e Brazil series . Our 

second meeting with Valentin e was nostalgically pl o=t , but li t tl e 

beyond . 
l.nothcr Vc.J.cntine - Valentino Outr an - ste.ITed in a superb 

couple of stories in the Gm. 'Die Outrac stories aro <Dong the Ga:i' s 

very best . Powerful , touching , llith brilliant charactcrisntion , the 

pl ot is ori girull to th is d~· - en abnormru.ly strong boy who foll into 

trouble because he could not control his use of his s trcn,,"1;h. _There 

,ms on intrigui:1g ,zystery whm Levison recognized as George Purkiss 

thin 1'ld who could prove beyond doubt that ho wns Valentin e Cutrom. 
Eighteen mont hs lLl to:., Outram appeared again in a double-length 

Ger. sto ry, "Shedow of th o Past", e ynm which was of good averago 

quality , but did not reach anything like the perfection of the orig

:inal pair . 
Soamcs, one of t he l!ognet •s really great adult characte r s , msde 

a terrific i,,p sc t in the firs t Sout h Seas series . Ho appeared again 

in n Cbrisbs kidnapping sories , lacking his pre vi ous colourful b!!Ck

ground , out with consideroble success , because this series we.a a 

l l ogical sequel of the South Seas sori os , end i t was splondly written . 

Late r , he s tarred in a t l eaot two more seri es - tho Ch.-:!.s tznas 

"C:4;,u,,tte Caso" se ri es and n Spy series . In both of these Soanoa ~= 
edoquate for the parts he had to plny , but ho C>Odo li t tle il:!poot D11Y 

more as a groat chara cto r study. 
llhi cil bnngs us t o th e poin t as to whether Km KJ.ng end tho Rio 

Kid ware succes s:f'ul. when they eppeerod in th e Hagnet stories . ~~ 01'11 

iLlpression is thnt they provided airely a novelty interest . 'f!Jo Kid , 

ccrtcinly , wes only a shede of the wonderful c!Brnotar we had l ovod 

in tho Po~ . I ll!!l by no moons cortoin tha t there was not on 

=cil!'Onistic slip in associa ti.'lg the Kid .-it h Harry Wharton and Co. 

T!iough the originnl Rio Kid series do not date , one gets the impressicn 

that t he Kid I s Wild West was that at 'the turn of t he centary. 

Thon was i t a mistake to r&-in trcduc e rharac ters who had played 

with great s,cc ess in earlie r ir.asterpieces? I don ' t think it was, for 

there was happy nostalgic reciniscence in meeting them ogain , even 

t hough t heir fomer characteris ti cs were dim:nod. 

•,;y Pl:r AmlSIO!I IS '!'RE VDITRILOQUIS!! OF BU?ITER AND VAN Rl!l. 
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~UISl'S CA!IIIOT REl1LY 1THRCN1 mm VOIC&S,. (David Lancake in 
a letter to Echoes). 

Yriters, since the yaar dllt, have tried to be funey with tal es 
of ventriloquism . lly father used to talk of a story of this type, 
"Valentine Vox", which ha thought vomerf'ul in his youth. I, myself , 
seem to recall finding° delight, as a !l!l8l.l boy, in a series of tales of 
a ventriloquist called , I thl.:ak , "Valentine Fox• which may have appeared 
in Puck . Can eny reader verify this? 

· It is true that bter, as a ventriloquist, was far larger thSil 
life; but tbe stories were amuaillg if the theme did not get out of 
hand, as it often did when substitute writers handled i t . I rt111ember, 
however, a droll aod quite entertaining substitute story of this type 
which appeared, for some reason, mid-wey through the "Toad of tbe 
Reoove" series . 

Frank Richards was not entirely consistent in presenting Bunter ' s 
gift. Frequently the Owl itas shOlill as a voice-thrower, but thars vers 
occasicns, in t he thirlies, when bis gift was limited to a remarkable 
faculty for imitating voi ces - far more credible thBil voice-throving , 

But probably we nearl,y all agree with David Lancake when be 
sums up: "Still, we must allow tbe author .!!2!!!!!. latitutde - am Frank 
Richards will always be !.l favourit e .• 

"THE PRODOCm OF 'EJ!ERGHICY - YARD 10 ' CONFIRMS 'l'IIAT HIS TOIIN OF 
OXBRIDGE ClUGINATED FROM TJJCOO 'mE Fiim SILLABLE OF OXFa!D AND THE (! 
LAST OF C.AMIIRIDGE." (Mid-April issue of T.V. Times) ' 

Master Dick;y Nugent vas thirty years ahead of "llnergency - Verd 
10". Dr. Birc hemall claimed to be a graduate of Oxbridge University, 
lleybe the T.V. llriterwas a st, Sam's enthusiast , 

"NOTHING IS IKPOs.SIBLE TO THE MAN VHO DO&S ~OT HAVE TO DO IT lill!SFll'. • 
(Earl Wilson) 

A u.seful point t o ren<l!lber should we ever be t€1!ljted to sl811l our 
hard-working Editor with canpla1nts about •too much llsnil tonisna• , 
•too much Blakiana", •toe many printing errors•, etc. It's dead esey 
for en E:litor to please ewry one of his readers ell of the time - I 
think - so long es I'm not that cheery , happy, willing slave, our 
Editor. 

That ' s just how I look at things! I me,y be wrong! ~ not 
1ll'i te to me Sid let "" have your views? 

• * * • 
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CONTROVERSIAL :!X:110!5 

No1 24. TWO YE.\liS OF CCJITROVERSY 

BILL LOFl'S writes: •rt i s an undoubted f act that the Maenet oeaaed 
in 1940 as a re"'1t of the paper shortsge, but I am 1Dld , on good 
authority, that the sales bad been dropping for years, from a peak of 
200,000 to 80,000 in 1940. A good circulation of a boys ' paper was 
considered to be 150,000, which was th at of Champion in 1940 - the 
reason why ttie Magnet ceased end the Champion carried on. If the 
poven-tbnt-be thollght tha t the tlagnet would make a reasonable profit 
today , they would not hesita+.e to revive it . 

Sinc e t he var, the A.P. have brought back in sane fom the St. 
Jim's tal es , re-v .ritten by a friend of mine, ill Wallace, and , of 
cours e , th e Greyfriars yarns have appeared in the Comet, but they evoked 
but little response from the young readers of today. The Bunter s trip 
in Knockout has been the most wccessful, due probably to tbe popul!l1'
ity of Bunter on T.V. 

You state "Bri ti.sh Boys' books do not lead th e world today fo r 
the simple reason 'that they do not exi st. Ve are wld that they would 
not sell, but hov does anyone know llhen none is published?" In reply 
to thi s , I would remind you of "Boys I World", "School Cap", "School 
Yam llsgazine", "Boys' Favourite", and the well-l<nown "Silver Jacket", 
the latter admittedly having good circulation in Australia. others, 
still being published vi t h a heal thy sal e , are "Comet", "Sun", "Lioo" , 
and "Ti8er". 

Obvioasly , the t,.P . do not conaider publishing ihe ik>llday i.nmlal 
because 11ley think it would not sell . The year before last , just 
afte r Christmas, I saw hundreds of Bunter Annuals being sold off at 
half;,rl.ce at Foy le I s in Charing Cross Road. Yet .llmruals which contain 
picture stri ps do sell very well indeed. Ye, of course , having been 
broll8bt up on the fine stori es of Greyfriars, cood...n t he presen t 
pi cture-strip type of sto rie s , but we have to face up 1D the faat that 
they do sell well. • 

ROGER JalKlNS writes: •r should not S8/I th at the strict discipline of 
the Jlamilt on Schools has become old - fashioned; il>deed, modem views 
seem to be turning agaillst relaxation of stmdsrd . In IJlr3 case , I 
doubt whether it would have been all honey to be a maste r at Greyfriars . 
Mr. Qi,elch got by alright, it i s true , but >ilen one 1llink:s of the 
various misadventures that befell Prout , Capper, Hacker end poor 
llansi wr Charpentier - to SfJ/1 nothing of the veiled impudenoe fi'on 
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boys l ike Vemon-Smith that seemed to be their daily l ot - I fancy that 
they eamed t heir saJ.ary, high as i t was . 

I do not feel so certain as you that the Magnet would sell todey, 
Paper is no l onger cheap·, end advertising revenue has become al l-im
port ant. Periodicals with mnrg:inal circulations have t o go the wey of 
Picture Post . Thi s i s not meant to imply that there ·,ould not be a 
fair-sized mali<:et for weekly Greyfriarn sto r ies , but it might not be 
l.Mge enough to be profitable . 

I do beli eve that a bette r chance would exist for a re vival of 
the Schoolboys' ('1,n Library with a monthly clie ntel e, a.'ld th ere seecs 
to be no doubt that tho Holidsy J.nnual would sell at Christmas t ime 
like hot cakes , as you sey . The 1941 i.nnual sold well enough in 
September, 1940, afte r all the other school publica ti ons bro ended, am 
we ore to l d that there was a la rge demmd fo r a 1942 =ua1. I foel 
certain , however, that we shall never see any more edi ti.ans ." 

FRi,NK HJiNCOOK writ es : •r agree , tat the Magnet would be a success to
day - maey of th e old tales could be rep rinted with a little tact ful 
su~ t i.ng here and t here . This applies even more to the Schoolboys ' 
O,in Librazy. The A.P. has continued to publish the Sexton Blake 
Library , end , at tho same price, they should have done the sane with 
the s.o.r.. I an certain t hat , as you suggest , the Holi dey Annual would 
be a sure-fire success. Still, it takes two to make a bargain - wheels 
within wheels - nuff said ." • 

RAY BROWN write s : 'I certainly beli eve that the riagnet and Gem would 
be popular today , but the presen t ati on would have to be changed, I feel, 
'.!'ha papc:ro that so.U now eaan 1ao be all attractively presented end most 
of them appear to be monthlies , I therefore envisage a monthly Magnet 
on glossy paper, about 36 pages , with an attractive front cover, and 
selling for 1/fid or t hereabouts . The contents could be a reprin t of 
a !i,Jgxl.et stor,, (I suggest starting period circa 1925) with t he remainbg 
twelve pages or so a Gee reprin t . The paper would sel l, of course , . on 
Bun tor• s presen t popularity - in fact , use could be made of the pre-
war sl ogan ' Billy Bunter • s Own Paper'". 

GIDRGE SELLARS writes : "Disci pUn e must be maintained in schools, for · 
it i s t llo essence of chnrac t er development, and makes boys and gi r ls a 
credit to their parent s am the comuni ty , ll i th regard to the Hamil ten 
school s , s tri ct discipline can never be old- fashioned , 

For a l ong time I have thought that the Goo! and !~et would be 
a success if published today, Somo mil e ago I visited a Junior Public 
Library, end I askod th e librarian •mother Frank Richard s•. books were 
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populor ,1.th young people. The ans wer was t hat there is a big demand 
far the ~. It has al ways been a mystery to me ..tiy th e Holiday Annuel 
has not been published since th e warn and , l iko you , I Elill certain 
that it would have been a gr ea t succ es s , even in t hese modern days." 

ERIC FAYIIE adds: "I do not doubt the good faith of Mr. Lofts ' inform 
ants concerning circulation, but I think it is wi se to treat such 
figur es with some r eserve . It is so easy f or one person t o pass what 
is merely an opinion , and for this opini on , as time goes on , to be 
rep eated as gospel truth. In 1939- 1940, periodicals of all -cypes 
were ceasing publi cation , and I see no reason why Hamil tonians should 
be w,ked to accept the premise that the Gem md Magnet would have 
fi."ll.shed , war or no war. 

As l ong ago as 1940 , a friero of mine at the Fl.eetway House to ld 
me t hat the Mngnet would nev er be published again . His r easo n, nothing 
at all to do with circulation s , was an unwritten law in the publishing 
trade that a paper which ceases yi thout prio r formal notice if finished 
for good. 

If the Champion' s sales were indeed double those of the ~lagnet, I 
wonder that we do not find more Chsapion fans among C.D. read er s . I t 
s&el!IS odd tha t our &liter does not have to face a demand fo r 
"!lal:riltoniana " to be replaced by "Chacpioniana ." 

Of the pos t war failures mmt ioned by Bill, I have onl:, seen 
"School Cap", and had not even heard prev iously of any of the others 
excepting "Silver Jacket". The failure of •school Cap" is no criterion 
for , in my view, it was not within miles of th e standard of the i'illgnet. 
To 't!fY mind, also , "Srm", "Comet", etc ., however successf'ul. , are oomio 
papers , and it is imposaible to compare them with the p~war Hamilton 
papers. 

I s it feasible to believe that a possible l ack of entlrusiaSD 
accorded the scrappy travestie s of Greyfriars and St . Jim ' s , published 
in "Comet" and "Sun", gives arcy real indica t ion that the School boys ' 
Own Library 11ould be a fsilure? 

The lrurrlreds of Bunter Annual s which Bill saw on sale a t Foyl e 1 s 
rathe r gi ves the impression of a special arrangemen t 'between the 
publishers md the booksellers. In any case , it is my cxper ienoe that 
all Annuals are sold off at half-price after Chris-tzoas . 

* * * * * 
"l'.AGh'ETS" VA!ITID - 1097 (to complete a series) , 1180, 1181, 1182 , 1186, 
1187 (to complete China Serie s) . 1253, 1273, 1326, 1598, 1643. 
R. MORTIMm, 115 llALTOll ROAD., EAST l!OLESEY, SURREY. 



-~~~~~~~~~~--fjO~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

T!IE U!.'PLEI.SLll'r MASTE.'lS AT THE IW'LIL'OONIAN SCHOOIS 
By Roger M, JE!lkins 

No. 4 --Mr. Roger Maroers 

Of all th e unpleasant masters at too Hamiltonian School s , none 
was so finely drawn as Roger Manders, too housemaster of the Kodem 
Housa a t Rookwood. Mr. Manders specialised in chemistry and , according 
to Charles Hamilton , "His ideal school boy was a fellow with a bumpy 
forehead, a pair of spectacles, an absent-minded manner, peering into 
pots in the schoo l lab; which was not the Rookwood ideal at all . li 
a fello w could hs·,e thought in geometry and talked in al gebra, Mr. 
Ma.-de rs would have been almost kind t o him. n 

Mr. Manders was far from being a cardboard figure of fun. Ve 
were told so much about him thst his personality seemed very real and 
believable -- in fact , too real at ti mes. He had sharp features and 
wore elastic - sided boots. He was never abl e to let well alone , but 
would always b e peeping and prying like the busybody he was. One of 
hi s favourite babi ts was to prowl round the junio r studies on the off -
chance t hst he might fin:l. sooe t hing amiss. It was unfortunate on one 
such occas ion tha t Jiimly Silver decided ttiat it would be a happy SUl'

prise fo r t he occupan ts of Tommy Dodd' s study if a snowball ceme 
through their open window am landed on their tea table. It came 
through the open window alright, but it reached Mr. Maniers before it 
could reac.o the table. 

Hr. Manders wss disliked not only by the boys but by his 
colleagues also. When the masters remonstrated with the Head about 
llir. Bootle s ' dismissal in Nos. 920--924 of t he Boys' Frie.>1d, Nr. !:anders 
was t he only blackleg on the staff , and he also a t tempted to dissuade 
Mr. Flinders, another llodemi master, from joining in . Again , when he 
became headmaster during Dr. Chisholm ' s illne ss in Nos. 1076 -- 1002 , he 
inc ens ed too staff by si tti."lg,-in on their less ons and then criticising 
than in front of their folllls . His di88gTOOIIlent with Mr. Dalton was so 
serious that he almost succeeded in manoeuvring him into a false posi 
tion at the very c,oment that Dr. Chi sholm was expected back . Of all 
the unpleasant masters , Mr. Maniers was the only one who active l y 
schemed and plo t ted. He wculd go out of his w,iy to l 0<>k fo r trouble . 

ill the unple asant masters had scant regard for games, but Mr. 
!lander s would at times delibera tely interfere in orde r t o ruin the 
juniors ' hopes . "!·101.-ny' s Master-Stroke", a story specially written 
for t be ' 1924 Holi day .Annual , was a del:i8htful example of such int er
ference , Mr. Manders af f ecting to be unaware tha t the detention of the 
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star player vas a 1118tter of srzy i.c,port ance at all :-
"' IM not c lo sely acquainted with the important affairs ot t he 

Lower boys ,• said Nr. Manders with a f reezing flltl.le. 
"Silve r is the junior foot ball ceptain , l'.r . Konders . Sur ely 

you are a~-are of that? " 
" Yes , I 8111 aware of that ." 
" His presence i s required for th e match on Yednesdsy -• 

• And all discipline and ord<r may be thrown aside , in order that 

a junio r game mey not be inte rfe red with? " inquired Mr. llaDiers . 1 

Mr. Dalton did his bes t , but llr. Manders was clearly not having 

ony. 
The penulti!:mte Rookwood se ri es in t he Boys' Friend (tics . 1275-

1279) featured lir . Y.amers in a cost mecorable role - that of uncle 

of l"'1rcus ;landers , the unpopular sneak of tho Hode.,i House. '!'here .as 

1i ttl e to choooo bet-.een thi s series end t he earlier series a!>out 

Bartho l omew Ratcliffe in 1he Ger.i, though the Rookwood serie s waa un

doubtedly cruch better writt en. l,ircus was every bit as detes t able as 

Bartholomew , and Kr . Manders was evon more disposed to pursue his 

nephev 16.· grievances than vas lir . Ratcliff . Both' nephe.,s turned out 

to be bl ackguards us well as sneaks , and both were sent bane in di s

grace . This contrived to remove than from their re spective s ohool s , 

but i t vas perhaps sa:iething of on artistic naw to mix the ohersoter 

of a sneak vi th t hat of a blackguard. 
Al 1hougb th e r egular RoolNood serie s in t he Boy:11 Friem 

finishod in 1926, there was a delightful epilogue in ttl e Gems of the 

late ' tbirlie s ,+dch showed tha t Owen Conquest hBd not l ost touoh with 

the llanpshire school over 1he previ ous decad e. One serial was m
printed in f:O. 362 of th e School boys ' Own Library under the ti tlo 

"Handers on th e Spot • and r ela t ed how a tr anp sto l e Dr. Chishol.:c • s 

,mllat rod hid it in th e lining of Hr. Mainers ' ovar coat . The hous&

master • s life then became plagued by asS8lllts from a tr amp who 

atta,p t cd to steal his overcoat . There were many fine li ttle dee

criptive touches which all hel ped to build up a comprehensive portrai t 

of llr , lla.'lders in mmy moods and situati ons . Por haps the 100st 

a:nusing of all vas vhm he intercepted Lovell en ro uto for the Heod • s 

house and made him hand over t he 11allet Lovell hBd found , Mr. Manders 

never lo st th o opportunitsJ of in.,"I'ntinting himself wit h his chief I 

and was anxious to lay ttle wallet before Dr. Chisholm himself . Uo

fortunato ly it vns not the iaissing walle t: it cont ained not mODEIY but 

a piece of p,.i er bearing th e word "Fat head . " Not f or the f ir st time 

1-ir. Manders• plans went a<try. 



~~~~~~~~~~~132~~~~~~~~~~~ 

il though Mr, Manders was the most fin ely drawn of all the un
pleasant masters at the lillmiltonian schools, he never feetured largely in 
eny of the really first rate sto ri es as Mr, Selby seened to do so often 
at St. Jim's . Most of the outstaming Rookllocd stories revolved round 
the Classical side , and Mr. Manders was left , like Mr, Ratcliff, to act 
a part at a distance, as it were. But though Mr. Manders never seemed 
to star in really lllEllllorable sto ri es, be was undoubtedly a r eally mem
orabl e character , the last and most successful of all the unpleasant 
masters created by Charles Hamilton in bis three main schools. 

* * * * * * 
RESULT OF 9,UIZZLE NO, 5 

Solution to Clue Doll!l - Herbert Leckenby. Hidden words:- "The 
Ftlstaff of the New House, • 

Fir st correct sol ution received from Clifford Smith, 104 Headrooo,gate 
Road, St. Anne' s , Lanes., to whom 5/- has been sent. 

WA'ie'rl FOR QUIZZLE llO. 7 in next month I s SPmuL 150th ISSUE of THE 
co='lORS' DIGEST. Greatly increased prize list to celebrate tbd.s 
great MILESTONE in the histo iy of our paper. 

UII HHIIIIUIIIUU IHlllllCIIUIIUII U IIIUIUIIIIIII IIUIIUIHl fHII HIIIIII 

~ - Sexton Blake Libraries - 1st seri es: 11, 17, 37, 41, 1<1.i, 109, 
111, 197, 198, 201, 202. 2nd series : 102,111, 213, 236, 243, 272, 
293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 667. 
Boys' Fri<md Libs . 3d, 1st series: 10, 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 246, 
669, 2nd series : 392, 396. Union Jacks; 881, 1041, 1064, 1098, 1179, 
1180, MRS. JOSIE PACKl!AN, 27 ARC-,!DALE ROAD, EASI' IIJLWICR, l,Q!;Wl, S.B,22. 

!!!ITm. cert ain •Ia,;nets, .iloys' Friend 3d, Library No. 319 and Picture 
Show No, 1 • YOUR pric es paid . s..,d lists to: 
DAVID Sl'ACEY, WICKFORD, ESSEX. 

V!IITED - •Jagnets: 799. S.O,L1 s: 60, 68, ~. Gems: 16, "57, Gems: 
279, 359, 364, 433, B,F, Library 1st series : 237 King Cricket , 334 The 
J1J?l8le Patrol , 383 After Li{:llts Out, 497 Adventure Creek, 
DR. ROBERT VILSON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOV, N, 1, 

SAIB OR EXCHANGE - 64 Nelson Lees, New series , 51 Gems, would exchange 
on agreed basis for Magnets or sell . 
M. ffiGLlND, 2 HIGH STRm, PRESJ'EIGNFrUPCtl- LUGG, RADNORSHIRE. 
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8 /d Boys Book C?lub 
UilDO!i SWTION. Once again we met at Neasden and viewed the complete 
lleloon Lee Libraxy collection, sa11 the •sexto n Blake Libraries " t hat 
are printed in foreign languages, thanlc, to Len Paclanan, 111d de l ·,ed into 
Ha'lliltonia with such experts as Eric Fayne , Roger Jenkins , Boo Whit er, 
Eric Lawrence , Charlie Wright, etc , Yes, cl assical Don was present 
an:! one and all must congratulate him on the fine quiz that he eor>
ducted, Our Hylton Flatimm present again after his indisposi ti.on and 
th e ever welcome Ray Bennett from Tipton n:aking the long journey 
swelled th e attendance to 23 , George Sewell assisted by Bob Whiter 
had coapiled a teaser of a cpiz , the famous quotations ldtlch Frank 
Richo.rds r.ientions in his writings . lie had to complete the blanks and 
state where th ey came from. A very fine effort . Ray Bennett gave us 
his "Ramblings m d Reminiscences of en Amat elD.' Collector" which was 
greatly enjoyed . 

I t was sta ted that there are aow over 700 books in -the Hsmiltonian 
Section of the club l i brarf an:! it was agreed to extend t he li sts of 
borrowers to menbers of -the other clubs and there will be furth er 
no tic e of tilis in due cours e , The usual sales and exclJaniies plus the 
good feed and chats took plac e end thm Don pr oposed a hearty vote of 
thanks t o the hosts, Bob and Laura Blythe, Next meetiJ:,g at 706 Lord
ship Lane , Wood Green , London, N,22 , on Sunday, Mey 1oth , Guest af 
Honour 1dll be Les Rowley, Kindly l e t Bcb Whit er know iO intending 
to be presmt . UNCLE Bil!J.A!-lIN 

NOR'l'Eml( s:&,"Tmr 9~ A!INUAL Gl!NEJW, MEEfI NC. April 11th. 1959. It would 
not be strictly tru e to say tha t it was ia. mixture of business and 
pl ea .sure , for the simpl e reason that tho business ·,ras al l pleasure too , 

The Balance Sheet for ins t ance . It gladdened th e heart , showing 
as it did th e Club in a flourishing condition, for , far away from 
Ce:rey Stre et, For 1his happy state of affairs a vast aoount of 
credit , as all agreed , goes to our ti re l ess Librarian and '.'ro&Surer , 
Gerry Allison . The amount of business th o LibrarJ had done proved 
that , Tho election of officers was a mere formality for ell were 
ro-elected , The Chesterfield tri p , a firm annual evmt now, was 
discus sed , end, if Nidland agree s , June 28th will be -tho da.Y, A 
seri es of Desert Islan d Books talk wit h 12 r:.os.bers taking part were 
arrenged . Harty Be:rlow t.>ie,i put on a novel game, one which must have 
given him a lot of wort<: in edvance . continued page 135 
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~~ ,; A 1 2 

B 

c 
D 6 7 

E 8 

F 10 11 

3 4 ~ 
Q,UIZZLE No, 6. 

The l e tters in the number ed squares , li 
5 ~ ~ % placed in sequence in the lower grid, will 

";'~~ ~ spell out oomething surely announced at 
; ,,,: Friardal e Station. 

9ic~ -~j 
,,,, P,:7/ ~ : I t ' s reputed to be as noisy as 
'f,f --~ its owner at Greyfriars. (6, 5 ,4 ) 

G 12 131~ r?,'.'.~ CLOE:l ACROOS: 

H A. The bootboy vi t h whom Nugsit quarrelled . 
15 16 1:'W, B. The sort of bat scen Tom MeI'l'Y and Talbot 

J 17 ~!?? '(,' ~ C. The~ ;.,, of Ken King. 
K 18 D. A fair oousin in th e locket he los t. 
~ - 1·

1
-
9
+-+-1-.---+ ,-_,'f:. E. Though damp, a suitabl e place fo r the 

. • Co. to have a punt about . 

M 2( 

N 21 

0 

1 2 3 4 

9 10 11 2 

17 18 19 ~o 

23 

5 6 ' 7 el 
13 14 15 16 j 

21 22 23 

F. Prefec t expelled from St. Jim' s. 
G. Bob' s pater . 
H. Bunter eats his by putting his face in 

it. 
I. I s thi s one, where Lowther was Stoge 

StlUck, still open in Wayland? 
J . Mr. Dalton expect s hi s fo rm to . 
K. A St . Jil:l 1s master might be a leame r 

driv er in confused traffic , 
L. Captain of tile Fourth at Cliff House. 
M, Anoient Greek at Greyfri ars? 

!I. He was really r esponsib l e for Vhito Cover Days, th e bun! 
·O, Gussy can s ee through it. How singular ! 

* * * 
lfri to on a post card t he words in the l ower grid and the answer to th e 
Cl ue down, 5/- for th e first oorroot sol uti on re cei ved by tile Edit or, 
10 points to Club Branch, li any, 

* * * 
SALE: 31 vol s . CAPTJ\Ill 5/- each ; 38 Gunby lladath Books 4/ - each; 33 
S.O.L' s 299-4()8 2/6 each; 20 BILLY BU!l'm\ Series 6/- each ; Lis t from 
R. GUEST, 5 RALEIGH GARDll!S, BRIXTOtl HILL, s .v. 2. 
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There followed a Bunter Drive, arxl a short "J.sk me i.nother" based on 
th e B, B,C, fe atur e , Poin t s 11ore awarded arxl t horo were spl erxlid 
priz es for th o t ,,o who had th o hi ghes t grand total s . And - vai t fo r 
it - thi s was th e r esult: Dc,roen liodgson, 180 point s ; Myr a illlison, 
172 points; Runner Up, Harold Busby 171 points . Did someone 
sugges t we change th e llB!le of t he Club? But, no , the obvious 
alternative -..,uld hnrdly do, would it? Anyw,zy, hats off to the 
l adies ! llert meting , May 9th , IDl!BffiT Ll'X:KffiBY, Northe rn Secti on 

Corr cspondoot , 

O.B. il .C. ;,iilJl.'.ND Sl')'.;TION. fieeting hold 23rd fo!erch, 1959, Tan members 
at tondod thi s Meting which shoule. have bean a bumper affair as apart 
fro n orw of George Chathnm'sf i L".'IS shows being the star tum , we WGre 
assigned t he Club l ounge by t.'1e Cha!!lbor of COillDerce. This is liber o 
we had th e T.V. tcl erc cording md also whore we ontertained Herbert a 
year ago, (er did Horbert entertain us?) , Illn ess and busine~s 
C01'1:.itll»nt s just c::,rmot be helped, but to off set one dise.ppointmcn t in 
not seeL,ig some of t he re gular sta lwe.rts . i t was refreshing for . John 
Tolllinson to put in an appear ance - all the wey from ilurton and on top 
of t hat - ri;!l1t froz, wrk , How' s t hat for keeness ? One who had sent 
in mi npology was George a1-.d ther efo re ther e w:is no film s.11.ow. Inst end 
we had 300 Nel son Lees to browse over . These had been given t he Club 
by our ne-~ manber ;.ir , Br adbury to \ihoo, again :nany many than!rs from all 
of us. After this th ere was a "name11 quiz of Hamil ton c haracte r s , set 
by r.JJSelf . This sil::ply was how many pcrso nne of the oa:in schools , 
Gre;,fr i ars , H:i{;hcliff e (plus Courtfield) , St , Jim's and Roob, ood ha ve 
the christ i an names of 1, Dick (Richa.-d), 2 , Tom, 3 Herbert , 4. 
,:il li ac , 5, George , ..1.ctually ther e are about 60 bearu,g t hese names, 
J ohu TOl!l.linson Ca."!:e first wi. th about 20. T'nere was no prize to reward 
him, To finish up an excell ent nigh t' s prograr.:me Madge Co,:-bett road 
to th e company, a Greyi' ri ars yam written by her son Ian, some yeam 
ago, ard for so young a boJ , thi s was exceedintcy good , .Another one 
knows his "stuff ", T'ae Secretary announced th e !IC<!USition of two new 
postal members and a possi bl e 'li ve ' member for next meeting whioh i s 
on April 27th in th e "fud Study" thi s time , !WraY BRCSTm, Secretary . 

lfillSEYSIDE Srol'I OY ~;:;}.'i'ING - 12th APIUL. Members were very pleasan tly 
surpri sed , upon arrival , to find that th at del i;:h t ful coupl e , Beryl 
Russe ll and Tom Porter, had paid us an unexpected , th ough most welco me, 
vi s it . Thus, the secti on was very grateful for th o chance to ocnvey 
to th em our uarmes t congratulations on their recmt engagooen t , I t was 
8.'10ther satisfacto ry attendance, for , as well as our two guests, ~ 
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had present Frank Case, Eric Coldwell , Bill Greenwood, Pat Wf ey, 
!lormon Pragnell , George Riley , Frank Unwin, JiJn Val.sh , Don Webster 

aod Bill Windsor , 
Tbe meeting opened by Chsirmsn Don, began wi t.h the usual routine 

business , and we ver e then entertained by Frank Case' s ingenious 
li tcrary quiz , wich vas mti tled , "N1E1ber Plea se ?" This vas typical 

of Frenk in its careful end painstaking preparation, md was thoroughly 

enjoyed by ell , end very fittingly wn by Tom Port er , with Bill Green

''Ood second, ond J:iJil Walsh , Bill Windsor and Frank Unwin jointly 
third , The debate: "That class distinction as portrayed in th o school 

stories was entirely unjustified and all too deliberately over-
emphasised " provided an excellen t subjoct for argu:nent , nnd, ns usual , 

opinions were divided , 
J.n unusuru. quiz, "Know your Merseyside " was then pr esented, md 

was won by (need I say it?) Frank Case, with almost ma.xLnum ir.a,y.s. 

Sooond ceme Jim md Eric , with Bill Windsor third . Fra.'lk certainly 
"knows his Merseyside!" Don provided a very jolly f"" cinutes with 

his "Pot Aversions• , and then we enjoyed the "Desort Island Books" 
selec tions of George Riley, Bill Windsor Emd Jil:l Walsh, Finally, t.he 

"Bull ets • entrlea were judged . The exa:,ple givm "8S •110 Flies on 
Quolch", and pl easbgl.y , Elsi e Uebster • s proved the winner with her 

"Ho Prefers the S,.rot• bullot, A nice eff ort this . Veil a:iother wonder

ful meeting pc.seed all too quickly, Vo hope you enjoyed it , Ber:,·l and 

Tom, as much ns we enjoyed your company, Thanks for caning . Next 

month, on SundllY 10th!~ , :a shall hllvo two c:oro weloo!le vis i tors , 
Herbert leckenby and Sir Frederick Bow:lm. In consequence, please 
note th:it the meeting will oo=ce st 5.30 proi::;,t, because we have 

a long a....i. cnjoynble progrOl:ll!le prepared . FiUHK m:v:m. 
THE GOIDJ;J:I HOURS curn, SYniEY, AUSTRALIA. The flu opidtnic raging in 

S:,sboy cut n swathe throu8h the nwbcrs nttanding th e J.pri l i::eoting 

held on Friday , 17th at C.E.H. E. P. House. And afte r great mticipation 

tho dissppoin tll ont was in proportion when it llaS l o=ied that Bill 
Hcll , our Troasuro r, would not be able to deliver his lecture on "The 

Bloods" - a treat deferred but saoothing choice to which vo r:.ey l ook 

forward. Tho Socrotary had several interesting l etters to shllre wit h 

nll t.he other cecbers , n moat ~ve llewsletter fron our good 

frimd Harry Broster , and n letter free Ron Hodgson giving t he 
in t ores ting details of Tho Grcyfrinrs Cup Coopoti tio,i - our sinoore 

oongrntulations to London, on t.heir va:derful effort in ,'inning this 

trophy - our H,,mil ton .!hthusissm ore looking forward to read~ ooJOO 

of \be stories in ti,,, special issu e of \be C.D. The suggestion for 
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t his special cdi t ion , in e letter frc o our man at the hell!l was 
endorsed cost m tlrusi astieully and full financial support was pled ged 
by t hose present without hes it atio n - we scrd our best wishes for 
th e success of this venture . St on Nicholls , dependable as always , 
stepped into the br each ond gave a 1?10st col ourful and l ively l ecturette 
c,n his beloved Ci;.arette cards - a new fi eld to most members but 
thanks to Stan I s infec t ious enthusiaso , one in which we are all 
gaining an interest . Hi s talk was ill ustrated by most dive r se 
exacplmfrcm his huge collection, nm th ere were quite a few envious 
s~s .:hen t hese treasure s .-ere vi c.-ed in his most artistic displays. 
But all good things come to an end and so it was with our trip into 
this , to most members, now field of collection , end t he mooting broke 
up , reffl'Ctfully, ut 8 p.o. B. PA'i'E - Secretary . 

H+•u•••nnn•• ?!111w11110J!;,il1~~••111111u1K1n111111111111 1 11111 

I have sever al hundred duplic at e Magnet s for exchn."1{;<' only. Nos . 
betwc-cn 661 and 1683 including seve ral complete series . Nwbers 
r equi red are - 517, 520, 533, 648, 740 , 742, 743 , 745,7 47, 749, 753 , ~~~.~~™·™·™·™·™·7~~.m.m,~.~. 
884, 920, 921, 933, 952 , 953, 954, 1037, 1142, 1191. Nost gmerous 
exchanges will be ::,ade for any of t he above numbers. 
Writ e : LOFTS, 56 SHERI!iGHAM HOUSE, LONDON, N.W.1. 

Bad Boy Ner.,ories, 1',-ipl e Allionc e , ChU!Js of St. Olaf ' s , Fortcsque of 
t he Fourth , Holidey Annual 1935, Little Fofr.s 1899, Champion Annual 
1926 , Young lllgland 1906-7, Sund~ Talks 1904 , Cl>.att erbox 1917, 
Pictures 1898, liagne ts ~49, 466, Gans 306, 300, Boys of Bor.n.,f'ord 
School, s . 0 .1 . Nlllllber 15. 
Offe rs: LArlR&lSOl!, 44 BLr"JAK HILL ROJ.D, ST. !IELilfS, .LAl!CS, 

\l.a!Vl'ED ( t o coi,;plete the se t of "Nirvana " stories) Union Jack Nos . 
1161 and 1200. Ca.~ anyone oblit,e? Your Pri ce Paid , 
Im !JJID PACK!W:, 27 .;RCHD:J.E ROl.D, EbST DUIJJICH, L-OtlDOli, S.E. 22, 

Collector seeks copi es of "Felix the Hunchback" - "The Divoroed Queen" 
The See Sprite" and "Bell e Vue" - in any of t he various edi ti ons in 
Henderson ' s Veekly Budget Peoples Pocket Story Books . Offers to: 
M. c/o = rnITOR OF 'lliE COLLrel'ORS' DIGEST. 

~ - s . 0 .1. tfo. 58. 
TOi1 PORTER, OIDFIELDS, CRJJ>L,,""'Y HE.".TH, ST.c.FFS. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
By J,'..CIC WOOD, llostaw , 328 Stockto n Lane, Yorlc. 

Phone : 25795 
* * * * * 

I heve , at t he ti me of writing , rec eived no furth er comuni cntions 
fro m our Roving Correspor.d!<lt at St. Frank ' s , J im Cook, so pr esume that 
he he.s not rec overed frot1 th e • flu opidecic wi ch hit t.>ie old school 
scce weeks ago. I hope to hear from hiz again befo re long with oore 
news of t he lads . 

The lack of news, however, enabl es oe t o pass on the fir st in 
stalmen t of SOM core Randoo Rocoll ection s by anothe r old f riend, Ja:ies 
Sutcliff e . Lack of spaoe prevents co giving all his articl e in full 
at one s itting, but I llLl sure readers wi ll ogrce with mo th at the 
continuation will be well worth th e wait . 

3o, here goes wit h: -
RillIDOM fill:OLIJX;TIONS by JAMIB S-uTCLIFFE 

"THE TEI( T.:.LO!lS OF TilZ" 

.l.ppoaring in Geo as a serial in 1934, thi s full of thrills sto ry 
was one of too best ,Ti tten by F.dwy Senr l es Brooks after th e Nel:aon Leo 
possod away . 

Had it been writt en n year or so earlier it could have , with socc 
elabo r ati on of 1he plo t s , have r.iade a first closs series of five or six 
full lengt h stori es in t he Old Paper . Take th e opming chapt er, headed 
"Tha Wail of t he \tind!" 

"J. wild tecp es tuous autuEn evening ; the wind screaoing out of t hi: 
south -west , bluster ed and whirled r ound 1he grey old buildir1<,--s of St . 
Fr ank' s . Ovorhood, tho low, ragged cl ouds wer e scu dding restlessl y 
across the l eaden sky . " 

f.n opening chapter such os t hi s has l aunched r.iany a fine seri es 
in t he pas t . .I. run through the rucoessf ul sto ri es will reviv e the 
me..oories of t hose who read it at the t ime, and I hope , whe t the appoti te s 
of thos e who have not. On ruch a >1U d n:4:ht it lillS only to be exoec t ed 
t het a ship would be foreed on th o tr eacherous rocks at Shingl e Head. 
The unfortunate vesse l was n fair sized sailing ship a."ld bes id es th e 
Ccis t owo lif eboat, t her o is also one .'hich 110 are told was t ho Rundl e 
Bay boat. 

While !lipper em Co. , are watching re scue oper ation s , a l ar ge 
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steaz,ship appears round the Headland , being driven to the Devil r a Reef . 
Led by Ni pper and J!andfor th, a party launches the old disused lifeboat 
shich is stillserviceab l e and reach the ship as the crew are abandoning 
her , Left on bonrd are Rrul-ok, High Priest of the Taaz Toople wit h his 
retinus of lesser priests bound for th e forbidden land of Tibet, 8lld 
with priental s toici 8"' they refuse to leave t.'ie doomed ship because 
Raa-ok is in a trance-like sleep in his carved chair with the image of 
th e Vulture God above him in the ship ' s aaloon ! 

Eimdforth , with his usu al impetuosity , zudel,y awakens Re.&-d<: from 
hi s trance am a t the sane time !mocks th e vei l from his face , exposing 
it to all the juniors in the saloon - and to gaze on the face of t he un-
veiled ~ Pri es t !!leans to unbelievers, death ! liowever1 t ho ;juniors 
f!!'P saved fro J:1 :i.L.:iediat e death at the har.ds of the pri ests by 1:1\e 
interve ntion of Raa-ok hil!lself , who, acl<nowledging that t hey coc:e to the 
ship on a mission of r.iercy, grants them a reprieve providing that they 
acquit thEl!lsel ves t o his satisfaction wh<n oalled in tum far a tes t of 
courage to atone their "off ence". 

"The Clutch of the First Talon • 
Vivien Travers was the first of all th e t m • • .arked" juniors to :,c 

summoned, "will ed" by th e Tibetan pries ts influence t o the old quarry 
on Bar.nillgton r-loor , he is given t he choico of jtnnping two hundred feet 
to the jagged rocko be l ow or being stabbed in the back - certain death 
which- ever he took, so r ather then show cowardice he jumps e:!d afte r 
only a few feet fi.'lds bil:lself saved by a net a.'ld is then l o·aered to 
the bottm and lends in a pool of ,:ruddy water, Here he is co=ided 
to walk across a carpet of whit e hot charccal. Again rath er than 
IJUffer a'> :i,;noble dea t h ha walks and to his a.w.zement find s that the 
cunning priests by lowering him into the pool of liquid had introduced 
a chemical to his fee t ldiich r es isted t he elo-.dng charcoal . Ho 
sat isfi es t he priests that his courage is of suffi ci e:,tly ~ degree 
tc e,cpiate his offence . To be continu ed, 

*** * *** 
JAaC WEBB j S.B.1 . REVIEWS - MAY, 1959. 

n;"1TATIW TO A l!URDIB (No. 429) ...... JA()f. 'l'RE'TOR STORY 
They ware young, pre tty and - according to t heu- ai:,biti ons -

aspired to become film actresses, or model s . All had a t one time or 
anothe r, been pupils at Yock1 s Drama Academy under t he personal supe l'-
vi sion cf its proprieto r , Irwin Jock . All five died. ,were murder by 
whom? 1ihen Jan et Masters , t he fourth victim , is found dead in woods 
flanking the Rive r Thames, not far from Pulne;t .Heath , t!iree da,vs after 
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leaving her l odgingS in Notting Hill Gate, Sexton Bl ake Investigatiims, 
at tt,e r equest of the bereaved parents, take over, wit hout , howover, 
t he whol ehearted approval of "The Duke" - Superintendent Dukelow of 
th e C.I.D., Scotl. aro Yard. The call for the feminine l ead, fo r which 
th e case cri es out, is not left unanswered by Paula, who , acting the 
lovely deooy, ultimately brfn€s the murderer - or , t o be oottec t , one 
of the two murderers - to book. 

The =al St ory quips ere not so wch in evi dmce here , and the 
lack of suspects is likely to result in the indentificstion of the 
sllzyer bein€ quickly spotted , though the novel is very well put over 
and attains that standard of merit one has cane t o tak e fo r granted in 
t he S. B.L. the se da.}'S. 

It ' s quite a family affair , all th e Blake 9rg anisat i on taking 
part s of varying importance; Mrs. Bardell , in at th o death , gives us 
a flash of hei, old sel f , and evm Millie , t he pet Slll!:lese cat , rai ses 
it s hero from the comforting warmness of Paula ' s lap to beat the cur
tain by a fraction with a farewell miaow. 

A pleasant, relaxing sort of novel like l y to suit the test of 
all Story fans . Rating .. .. ...... Very good. 

** *** 
SAFARI WI'IH H:AR No1 430...... . ......... Rex l!ard:inge 

Sorton Blake end Tinker in Africa. This is the sort of story 
which th e name of Rex l!ard.1llge has been familiarly associated with 
over a gre at many yoars, and to tho se who renembor hi s debut in the 
Union Jack way back in Jenuar., , 1926 - ·just over 31 years ago - thi s 
la test novel from him will roviv o pleasant msnories of en out standfn€ 
case ; for this one is set in the same surrotmdings. Vieitin€ an ol d 
fri end, t he manager of the Bennsprui t Citrus Esta t es in en obscure di st 
rict of the East ern Traasvaal , Blake with hiD two principe.l ossistents, 
Ti.'lker and Paula Dane , is crossing t he veld t in a Land Rover when th ey 
encounte r a sun-doll!ler , one Den Myer , whose ana zing e:rperi ence in the 
rondavel of Landon \lard end subsequent murder on th eveldt pitchf orl< 
th em into as deep a mystery as it has ever been th ei r lot to unravel 
for many a long dey . There was a connection between the )dlling of a 
woman in the St . Antoine Quarter by Bonaventure , in Montreal , Canada, 
and t he murder of Landon Yard, a South African rancher on the .Bennsprui t 
Esta t es , in Africa. In hunting the missing link Blake almost has to 
confess to failur e ; but when Louise in far--off London \lllexpectedly 
supplies it, Bla<e gees full st eam ahead with results ct a partirularly 
ghas tly but deserved nature befallin€ the obno:d.cus character who has 
been pedallin€ dope amongst the natives . Rating_. .......... Excellent . 

York Duplicating Servic es , 12a the Shambles , York, El:lglmd. 


